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I. BACKGROUND 
 
1. October 2022, marks twenty-two years since the adoption of the ground-breaking 
United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR)1325 on Women Peace and Security 
(WPS). Provisions of UNSCR1325 have been strengthened through the adoption of nine (9) 
additional resolutions on Women WPS, which together form the WPS agenda. 
 
2. The core concern of the WPS is the protection of women and girls, including from 
human rights violations, especially protection from sexual and gender-based violence. To 
emphasize this protection six of the UNSC resolutions on WPS focus on sexual violence. These 
are UNSCR: 1820, 1888, 1960, 2106, 2272 and 2467. In particular, Resolution 2467 of 23 April 
2019, focus on conflict-related sexual violence by recognizing the need for a survivor-centered 
approach to preventing and responding to sexual violence in conflict and post-conflict 
situations. 
 
3. In line with these resolutions, institutional and programmatic measures have been put 
into place including the appointment of a UN Special Representative on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict among others. 
 
4. As for the African Union (AU), several measures to enhance the protection of women 
and girls from sexual violence in conflict situations have been taken. Including development 
of a  robust normative frameworks such as the Maputo Protocol, the AU Solemn Declaration 
on Gender Equality in Africa, the AU strategy for Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment (2017-2027), the AU Policy on Prevention and Response to Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse for Peace Support Operations (PSOs), adoption of AU guidelines on Gender 
Responsive Responses to COVID-19 pandemic and the adoption of the Kinshasa Declaration 
and call for Action of AU Heads of State and Government on positive masculinity in leadership 
to end violence against women and girls, among others. 

 

5. The Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the AU has addressed the issue of Conflict 
Related Sexual Violence (CRSV) in July 2019, through an Open Session dedicated to sexual 
violence in armed conflicts in Africa [PSC/PR/BR. (DCCCLXII)] and mainstreamed the issue in 
other meetings including the meeting held in March 2018 dedicated to the plight of women 
and children in conflict situations in Africa [PSC/PR/BR.(DCCLVII)], among others. 

 

6. In 2018 the PSC adopted the Continental Results Framework (CRF) for monitoring the 
implementation of WPS in Africa. Data collected through the indicators of the CRF on sexual 
violence show that implementation of these normative frameworks has yielded some results, 
although the scourge of sexual violence in conflict situations remains. Some positive results 
include successful prosecutions of perpetrators, establishment of one stop centres such as 
the Isange Centre in Rwanda, the Panzi Hospital in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and 
setting up of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) Special and Mobile Courts in several 
countries.  At the heat of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021, such measures came in 
handy at a time when SGBV cases were skyrocketing. 

 

7. It is in this respect that the PSC Open Session on Women Peace and  Security seeks to 
commemorate the 22nd  anniversary of the UNSCR1325 by  exhibiting some the home-grown 
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solutions in response to sexual violence in Africa, with a view  to advocate for  their upscaling  
and replication. In addition, the session will call for strengthening of CRSV preventive 
measures.  This will enhance our protection measures and improve the wellbeing of affected 
women and girls in Africa, hence contribute towards the realization of the women’s right to 
peace as provided for in the Maputo Protocol. 
 
II. OBJECTIVES 
 
8. The PSC Session, under the Chairmanship of the Kingdom of Morocco, the Chairperson 
of the PSC for the month of October 2022, is organized with the following objectives. 
 

a. To commemorate the 22nd anniversary of the UNSCR 1325 highlighting the progress 
and gaps in the protection pillar of the resolution. 
 

b. Show case the homegrown solutions in response to conflict sexual violence in Africa 
and advocate for their upscale and replication. 
 

c. Provide recommendations for strengthening CRSV Prevention and Response 
measures. 

 
III. FORMAT AND PARTICIPATION 
 
9. The meeting will be held in person, at the Ambassadorial level and will be attended by 
the PSC Members, development partners and other relevant stakeholders. 
 
IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
 
10. The meeting is expected to achieve the following: 
 

a. Member States commitment to scale up measures that focus on preventing and 
responding to sexual violence in conflict. 
 

b. Prioritize the collection of accurate and complete age and sex-disaggregated data to 
understand and inform CSV prevention and response measures.   

 
V. DATE, VENUE AND LOGISTICS 
 
11. The meeting will be held in-person on Monday 3 October 2022 from 10:00 to 13:00 
hours. East African Time (EAT) at the Julius Nyerere Conference Room, PAPS Building, AU 
Commission, Addis Ababa. It will be conducted in the AU official languages, Arabic, English, 
French and Portuguese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


